
From Lee Sims, Secretary, Cab Drivers’ Association of Queensland Inc. 
To All Brisbane taxi drivers 

 
The article below was in the Courier Mail on Thursday, December 23.  It updates Monday’s article 
before Nolan asked me to meet with her.  After that meeting, she called the taxi companies.  Since 
then, there have been veiled threats.   Who said what, and what was promised, we can’t be sure, but 
one thing is certain, the thought of a public demonstration against the minister’s answer to Don 
Brown’s report, by a significant number of drivers, is feared.  It will highlight the gross neglect by the 
minister and Queensland Transport to recognise unfair and dire circumstances drivers face.  It is up 

all drivers and that includes you.  Decide 
now if you want real change because your 
voice now, more than ever, will count.  
And they know it.  The media is set to 
back us but you must back yourself and 
make the effort to turn up. 
 
There have been reports of the typical 
bully tactics trying to intimidate drivers. 
 
Apart from the fact that this should make 
anyone with self-respect more determined 
to attend, it also places that person in a 
very dominant position.  Play it right and 
you will have the upper hand. 
 
I sought the advice of the Ombudsman’s 
office on the matter and have been as-
sured of the following legal position under 
Section 359 of the Criminal Code.  It 
reads; 
 
359 Threats— (1) A person (the first per-
son) who threatens to cause a detriment to 
a second person with intent to prevent or 
hinder any person (the other person) other 
than the first person from doing any act 
which the other person is lawfully entitled 
to do, or with intent to compel the other 
person to do any act which the other per-
son is lawfully entitled to abstain from do-
ing, or with intent to cause public alarm or 
anxiety, commits a crime. Maximum pen-
alty - 5 years imprisonment. 
 
Simply, if you are threatened to be caused 
any loss, car, shift, anything, should you 
attend the meeting, it is a criminal offence.  
Call Don Brown’s office, 3247 6231, and 
register a complaint.  If you wish you can 
call me to log it.  If you have written evi-
dence or a witness, so much the better, 
but even registering the fact makes it evi-
dence should action be taken against you.  
You can be assured that the person mak-
ing the threat will be informed clearly and 
firmly that they have committed a crime.  
After that you’re bullet-proof.  


